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Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he 

Bharata-bhagya-vidhata 

Punjaba-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha- 

Dravida-Utkala-Banga 

Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga 

uchchhala-jaladhi-taranga 

Tava Subha name jage,Tava Subha asisa mage, 

gahe tava jaya-gatha. 

Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he 

Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. 

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, 

Jaya jaya jaya jaya he. 

 
- Rabindranath Tagore 
 

 

SHORT VERSION 
 

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he 

Bharata-bhagya-vidhata. 

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, 

Jaya jaya jaya jaya he. 
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Thou art the ruler of the minds of all people, 
 

Thou dispenser of India's destiny. 
 

Thy name rouses the hearts of the Punjab, Sind, 
 

Gujarat and Maratha, of Dravida, Orissa and Bengal 
 

 It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Himalayas, 
 

mingles in the music of the Yamuna and Ganges 
 

and is chanted by the waves of the Indian Sea. 
 

They pray for Thy blessings and sing Thy praise 
 

The saving of all people waits in Thy hand, 
 

Thou dispenser of India's destiny. 
 

Victory, Victory, Victory to Thee 
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UNIT – 1 

 

Functional Grammar and Usage 

 

 

Objectives: 

At the end of this unit, the students shall be able to 

➢ familiarize themselves with the modal verbs and their applications 

 

➢ recognize different ways of expressing ability, certainty, probability, 

possibility  and make similar structures in speech and writing 

 

➢ express negation in their speech and write  using negative words like 

“No, Never, Nothing, Hardly, Seldom, No longer, None,  Nowhere and 

Neither … nor” 

 

➢ use subordinating conjunctions to link phrases or sentences 

 

➢ speak about imaginary situations in past, present and future using the 

conditional words 

 

➢ differentiate strongly  and use reported speech to report what someone 

had previously said 

 

➢ apply in writing various typographical functions like comma, full stop, 

capitalization, etc.  
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1.   APPLICATION OF MODAL VERBS 

 

Look at the pictures given below 

 

Can you identify which word in the sentence indicates the ability, possibility, necessity or 

certainty? 

                Yes, the words are can, may, must and will.  
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FACT STORE                      

                          

The most 

common 

modal verb 

overall in 

academic 

writing 

is “can”  

 

What is a Modal Verb? 

An auxiliary verb used with another verb to express ability, possibility, necessity and 

certainty is known as a Modal verb. The modal verbs in English are: 

Shall Will May Can must 

Should Would Might Could ought 

 

Modal verbs are also used to make a polite request, offer a suggestion, pass an order, ask 

for permission, make an offer and ask for advice. 

Examples: 

Could you please give me your pen?  - Making a request 

You may contact Mr. Ganesh for further help .- Offering a suggestion 

Will you please shut up your mouth?   - Passing an order 

Would you mind if I close the window?  - Asking for permission 

Shall I read the lesson sir?    - Making an offer 

Should I call him now?    - Asking for advice 

 

                                       The most commonly used modal verb  is “can” . 

 

Uses of Modal Verbs: 

 

 

 

 

 

Shall 

Where to Use? Examples 

a) To express future tense  
(in the first person) 

I shall do it for you. 

b) To express strong assertion 
(in second and third person) 

They shall dismiss him from the job. 

c) To express instruction Every applicant shall enclose a self-
addressed envelope. 

d) Used in question to make 
offer or suggestion 

Shall I make a call? 

Shall we go now? 

 a) To express future tense  
(in II and III person) 

She will talk to you in the evening. 



UNIT – 1 Functional Grammar and Usage           Page 4 

 

 

Will 

b) To express strong assertion 
(in I person) 

I’m sure, I will win. 

c) To express willingness I’ll take you to the station. 

I’ll give you a gift. 

d) To invite / request someone 
politely to do something 

Will you join us for a cup of coffee? 

e) To pass an order Will you go upstairs now? 

 

 

 

 

 

Should 

a) Used to show what is right 
and appropriate 

You should not drink and drive. 

b) To give or ask for advice You should consult a doctor first. 

Whom should I invite first? 

c) To express refusal or anger Why should I help him? 

What should I do now? 

d) To give opinion that you are 
not certain about 

Is this enough for everyone? I should 
think so. 

Will it work out? 

I shouldn’t think so. 

 

 

 

Would 

a) Used as the past form of 
will in reported speech and 
if – clause 

He said he would come late. 

If you asked for help, she would help 
you. 

b) To refer to a possible 
happening 

They would like to avoid him. 

It would be of no use. 

They would have come now. 

c) used in polite offer / 
invitation 

Would you like coffee? 

Would you like sweets? 

d) To make polite requests Would you mind leaving me alone for a 
while? 

Would you mind switching off your 
mobile now? 

 

 

a) To express possibility What he says may be true. 

We may receive the order this week. 
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May 

b) Used to ask for / give 

permission 
May I come in madam? 

You may go now. 

c) To express a wish May God bless you. 

May his soul rest in peace. 

d) To ask for information May I know your good name, please? 

 

 

 

 

Might 

a) Used as the past form of 

may in reported speech  
We thought that he might leave early. 

 

b) To point out other’s fault 

politely, especially what 
they haven’t done  

You might have informed me earlier. 

 

c) To make suggestions You might try pain killers, why don’t 
you? 

d) To express strong 
possibility 

He might reject your proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

can 

a) To express ability, capacity I can speak five languages. 

The room can accommodate only 30 
students. 

b) To indicate that  something 

is permitted  

You can use your mobile here at any 

time. 

You can sit anywhere you want. 

c) To make a request  to 

friends or  juniors 
Can you wait for me for a while? 

Can you remind me of this tomorrow? 

d) To make a suggestion or 

offer help 
We can try somewhere else. 

Can I help you? 

e) To ask for permission (to 

friends, juniors) 
Can I use your mobile? 

f) To express possibility Smoking can cause cancer. 

Nobody can save you, if you do it again. 

 

 

 

 

a) To express necessity 

stronger than ‘should’ 

You must send your application before 

5 p.m 

We must know the right password to 
access this. 
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must 

b) To express opinions 

logically formed 

You must be tired now after working for 

two shifts. 

He must be in. Didn’t you hear his 
voice? 

c) Before sharing realizations I must admit, he is not a good choice for 

you. 

I must say, his performance is more 
than what I expected. 

 

 

 

ought  

a) To express duty You ought to be punctual on your duty. 

b) To express what is legally 

or morally right 
We ought to obey the traffic rules. 

You ought to help the poor. 

c) To express what is 

desirable or ideal 

You ought to have basic computer 

knowledge to work here. 

There ought to be a solar panel for 
each house. 

 

 

• Modal verbs come before the subject in questions. 

• Modal verbs do not change form according to the tense.  

• Most of the modal verbs cannot be used in past / future tenses. 

• Modal verbs do not  have  “-s"  endings in 3rd person present tense. 

 

  

Activity   

 

Fill in the blanks with appropriate modal verbs given in the brackets: 

1. We _________ wait for him. All our tickets are with him. (would/ must) 

2. __________ I know where your manager is? (may / will) 

3. __________ I clean the board madam? ( must / shall) 

4. You ___________ to be faithful to your friend. (can / ought) 

5. Using his influence, he _______ arrange a job for you. (might/can) 

6. They said that they ________ send the quotation next week. (will, would) 

Get it Right 
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7. The management _______ give bonus this year, but I’m not sure. ( may, will) 

8. You _________ avoid watching TV serials. ( shall /should) 

9. I ________ admit, your sister is not doing her work sincerely. (must, ought) 

10. _________you mind, if I sit here? ( would , can) 

 

Activity   

 

Complete the following  dialogue with suitable modal verbs: 

Manager : When ______ you submit your project? 

Project Leader: We try our best, we _____ submit it on Monday sir. 

Manager : ______ I direct some more persons to assist you? 

P. Leader : No, thanks sir. ______ you mind if I ask for one more week sir? 

Manager : No, we ______ complete it in three days. What’s the problem? 

P. Leader :  It may take three days to check the errors. It_______ take another  

   two days to get peer reviews. 

Manager :  I’m afraid, the client _______ cancel the order. 

P. Leader :  I _______ n’t  think so. We can complete in two days but we _____to  

   keep the quality as per the conditions in the contract. 

Manager :  I _______ like to suggest night shift and week end work. _____ it  

   work out? 

P. Leader : I _______think so. _____ God help us in our mission! 
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Rewrite the following sentences using suitable modal verbs: 

1. He is able to run fast. 

2. You are permitted to enter his room at any time. 

3. She was able to answer all questions. 

4. They are going to possibly cancel the programme. 

5. Do you like ice cream? 

6. You are strictly instructed to assemble here by 6 o’clock. 

7. I’m here for you. I want to help you. 

8. You are morally and legally bound to speak truth in the court. 

9. Being irregular and careless in your work is likely to result in loss of your 

promotions. 

10.  You are advised to take a blood test at once. 

                                                  

Exercise 
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1. Mention in brief the metaphors used in the poem “The Flower”. 

First, he uses the golden hour for the good times to write the poetry. Next the seeds he 

sowed he relates to his ideas and creativity, which was stolen by people and imitated. The 

beautiful flower, he relates to his works, that is done with passion and hard work. The next 

metaphor he compares the thieves to the critics, who are too proud to accept his work and 

do not understand its value but criticize and curse the poet’s efforts. Finally, he compares 

the weeds to the failures of one’s work. 

 

2. Give the significance of the weed in the poem. 

Weed is a plant that grows normally but are considered unwanted among the cultivated 

plants, hence having no value. In the first stanza, the people called the flower a weed 

because of their pride of accepting the beauty of the flower. Later in the last stanza, the 

people call the flower a weed. Here the weed is the poor result of the works done by people 

who copied the ideas of the poet by stealing it. 

 

3. How did Tennyson, through his poem, express his dissatisfaction of the critics? 

Tennyson could sense the disapproval in the critics and out of sheer hatred of his works, 

they shunned and criticized him. On the contrary, when his works grew in beauty and 

brilliance, the same critics stole his ideas and wisdom and spread it to the world by imitating 

them. The ideas of the poet did grow splendidly all over, but not for everyone. Those whom 

the ideas failed to produce good work, were referred to as weeds. Tennyson in fact 

considers these critics in a positive way to improve his own poetry. 

 

4. The poet mentions the poem as a fable – Explain. 

Fable is a story that gives a moral and features nature as the character. The poem starts as 

in a story, with “Once in a golden hour…”. He narrates it as a story, where he sowed a seed 

and the plant grew to give beautiful flowers. The flowers though, were scorned by people, 

were  stolen for its seeds. The seeds were used by all, but only the healthy seeds produced 

beautiful flowers, whereas the others ended up as weeds. Hence the moral of this story is 

that, though the poet tries to show all people the flower, nobody wants to see it but later 

admires it. Therefore, one should think and act regardless of other people’s comments. 

 

  

POEM 2 : QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
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5. What is the irony in the poem? 

The flower that the poet grew, was not appreciated by the people, besides, they cursed the 

poet and the flower. This poem is an irony because, at the beginning the people called the 

flower a weed. The very flower they scorned, was later on stolen for its seeds, and sown 

everywhere. Now the people started to see and appreciate the flowers that bloomed and 

they called it splendid. Nevertheless, not all flowers were pretty and the people called them 

weeds. 
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